
The 21st Narcissus by Sam Brooks 

JULIA:    what’s the worst thing you’ve ever done? 
 
JORDAN:   not answering that 
 
JULIA:    come on 
 
JORDAN:   you would never ask me this in real life 
 
JULIA:    this is real life 

maybe if I was drunk. 
 
JORDAN:   are you drunk? 
 
JULIA:    nah 
 
JORDAN:   so why? 
 
JULIA:    ‘cause if it’s that bad I can unfriend you and its like none of this ever 

happened 
 
JORDAN:   oh 
 
JULIA:    my guess is it wont be that bad 
 
JORDAN:   , 

okay then 
 
JULIA:    , 

so? 
 
JORDAN:   , 

so? 
 
JULIA:    the worst thing you’ve done 
 
JORDAN:   , 

– 
… 
fine. 
… 
Intermediate school 

 
JULIA:    excited already 
 
JORDAN:  I was deputy head librarian 

Which meant we could sign out heaps of books under our own names, 
and in theory, other people’s names. 



The 21st Narcissus by Sam Brooks 

the max was about three, but librarians could override it. 
people tended to trust librarians because why would the nerdy kids who 
just want to stay inside at lunch do bad things? 

 
JULIA:    so you did a bad thing 
 
JORDAN;   There was this one girl, Erin. She said the reason I hadn’t kissed a girl 

was because I had a crush on Mrs. Simpson. 
 
JULIA:    Who was Mrs. Simpson? 
 
JORDAN:   mrs. Simpson ran the library. She was cool, but she was like, old enough 

to be my grandmother. 
She used to tell us what happened on NCIS last night in excruciating 
detail. 
She hated Abby. 

 
JULIA:    Who? 
 
JORDAN;   A character on NCIS, I think. 

… 
She was hard to understand because some of her teeth were fake and 
some weren’t. 

 
JULIA:    so no crush 
 
JORDAN:   so no crush 

And everybody laughed at me about it but it was Erin just being mean 
So I did what any horrible librarian would do. I got as many books as I 
could carry 
(and I was smart because I got books that she would’ve gotten out, like 
Chinese Cinderella and Saddle Club) 
and issued twenty out to her then just took them home 
She would’ve had all these fines. 
This was on like the last week of school so I don’t know what happened. 
I hope she never got to graduate and now she’s seventeen and still in 
year eight. 

 
JULIA:   , 

you know her parents would’ve probably just paid the fine. 
Or complained about it until the school apologized. 

 
JORDAN:   hey, I was twelve. 
 
JULIA:    and that’s the worst thing you’ve ever done? 
 
JORDAN:   easily. 
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JULIA:    , 
you’re adorable. 

 
JORDAN:  , 

… 
(not sure how to react) i try 
So what about you? 

 
JULIA: 

, 
what about me? 

 
JORDAN:   what’s the worst thing you’ve ever done? 
 
JULIA:    , 

, 
, 
To somebody else or myself? 


